Windsor Essex County Environment Committee
Meeting held November 14, 2019

A meeting of the Windsor Essex County Environment Committee is held this day
commencing at 5:00 o’clock p.m. in the Board Room, Lou Romano Water Reclamation
Plant, there being present the following members:

Councillor Chris Holt, Chair
Keri Banar

Derek Coronado

Rosanna Demarco

Katie Kuker

Michael Schneider

Richard St. Denis

Regrets received from:

Councillor Kieran McKenzie

Leo Meloche, Deputy Mayor, Town of Amherstburg
Jerry Zhu

Guest in attendance:

Kingsville Deputy Mayor Gord Queen

Also present are the following resource personnel:

Averil Parent, Environmental & Sustainability Coordinator

Karina Richters, Supervisor Environmental Sustainability & Climate Change
Meraal Yared, Environmental & Sustainability Coordinator, Acting

Karen Kadour, Committee Coordinator

1. Call to Order

The Chair calls the meeting to order at 5:05 o’clock p.m. and the Committee
considers the Agenda being Schedule A attached hereto, matters which are dealt with as
follows:
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2. Declaration of Conflict

None disclosed.

3. Minutes

Moved by R. St. Denis, seconded by R. Demarco,

That the minutes of the Windsor Essex County Environment Committee of its
meeting held September 19, 2019 BE ADOPTED as presented.

Carried.

4. Business Items
4.1 WECEC Green Speaker Series: Mitigating Species at Risk Road Mortality

A. Parent advises the recent Green Speaker Series was well received with
approximately 60 people in attendance. She adds Councillor McKenzie presided as
Master of Ceremonies for the event.

Moved by R. St. Denis, seconded by K. Banar,

That APPROVAL BE GIVEN to an expenditure in the upset amount of $1,480.07
for costs associated with the Green Speaker Expert Panel Series entitled “Mitigating
Species at Risk Road Mortality” held October 30, 2019 at the Ojibway Nature Centre.

Carried.

4.2 Update WECEC Report No. 105: Declaring a Climate Emergency

A. Parent reports WECEC Report No. 105 — Declaring a Climate Emergency was
discussed at the meeting of the Environment, Transportation & Public Safety Standing
Committee on October 23, 2019. The report was approved and amended to delete any
reference to the County of Essex.

Moved by K. Banar, seconded by R. St. Denis,

That the update by the Environment & Sustainability Coordinator relating to
WECEC Report No. 105 — Declaring a Climate Emergency BE RECEIVED.

Carried.
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5. Subcommittee Reports
5.1 Air
No report.
5.2 Environmentally Sensitive Lands and Issues

No report.

5.3 Public Engagement

No report.

6. New Business
6.1 City of Windsor Climate Change Adaptation Plan

The “Draft” Climate Change Adaptation Plan: Degrees of Change dated
November 13, 2019 is distributed and attached as Appendix “A”. A. Parent provides an
overview of the document and adds it will be reviewed at the November 20, 2019
Environment, Transportation & Public Standing Committee and then tabled for 60 days
to allow for public comment. It is suggested WECEC provide comments at its next
meeting to be held on January 23, 2020.

Moved by R. Demarco, seconded by R. St. Denis,

That the “Draft” Climate Change Adaptation Plan: Degrees of Change — dated
November 13, 2019 BE RECEIVED.

6.2 WECEC Year End Report
A. Parent reviews the WECEC 2019 Annual Report.
Moved by R. St. Denis, seconded by D. Coronado,

That the WECEC 2019 Annual Report BE RECEIVED.
Carried.
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6.3 WECEC 2020 Work Plan
A. Parent provides a cursory review of the WECEC 2020 Work Plan.
R. St. Denis reports 2020 will mark the 50" Anniversary of Earth Day.

Moved by R. St. Denis, seconded by D. Coronado,
That the WECEC 2020 Park Plan BE RECEIVED.
Carried.

6.4 Remaining 2020 Budget

A. Parent provides an update relating to the surplus WECEC 2019 Operating
Budget in the amount of $1,728.63.

Discussion ensues regarding the purchase of WECEC promotional items as give-
aways at events.

Moved by K. Kuker, seconded by D. Coronado,

That APPROVAL BE GIVEN to an expenditure in the upset amount of $1,728.63
for the purchase of 2020 promotional items as give-aways at the Earth Day event with the
purchase of trees as a priority.

Carried.

Moved by R. Demarco, seconded by D. Coronado,

That APPROVAL BE GIVEN to an expenditure in the upset amount of $406.80
payable to eliquidMEDIA for hosting fees for the WECEC website from November 16,
2019 to November 15, 2020.

Carried.

7. Communications

Moved by R. Demarco, seconded by D. Coronado,
That the following Communications BE RECEIVED:

7.1 CTV News Article — Green Speaker Series discusses eco passages and at risk
species

7.2 AMBO00 News Article — Expert says eco passages are working in Long Point Bay

7.3 Notice of Environmental Assessment — Wyandotte and Jarvis

7.4 Notice of Oldcastle Stormwater Master Plan Environmental Assessment

Carried.
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8. Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, January 23, 2020 at 5:00 o’clock p.m.
at the Lou Romano Water Reclamation Plant.

9. Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 6:00 o’clock p.m.

CHAIR

COMMITTEE COORDINATOR
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o Council Approval in
November 2012.
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o Opportunity to participate in this project with 8 other
municipalities.
o Develop a community-wide adaptation strategy that includes
actionable elements for all participating stakeholders:
o Identified locally relevant climate change impacts
o Completed organizational vulnerability and risk assessments
o Established long-term adaptation vision and goals
o Identified relevant adaptation actions
o Developed implementation action plans
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Adaptation Objectives

1. Integrate Climate Change Thinking and Response

2. Protect Public Health and Safety

3. Reduce Risk to Buildings and Property

4, Strengthen Infrastructure Resilience

5. Protect Biodiversity and Enhance Ecosystem Functions
6. Reduce Community Service Disruptions

7. Build Community Resilience

Action 1.1 - Incorporate climate change considerations
into Municipal Decision Making

Action 1.2 - Increase community level of knowledge on
Climate Change.

Action 1.3 - Build
financial support for
unforeseen impacts of
climate change

Action 1.4 - Enhance the
ability to collect and
share climate change
related data
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Action 2.1 - Update Community Development and Health Services (CDHS) Emergency
Response Plan

Action 2.2 - Develop an emergency response procedure for extreme flooding events

Action 2.3 - Enhance public education to increase personal preparedness & reduce
health risks associated with extreme weather

Action 2.4 - Review the 2011 Heat Alert and Response Plan and Update as required
Action 2.5 - Enhance protection of outside workers during extreme heat conditions
Action 2.6 - Continue to protect indoor air quality

Action 2.7 - Develop an Air Quahty Health Index (AQHI) Response Plan

Action 2.8 - Decrease public and
{ private contributions to air quality
contarninants

Action 2.9 - Enhance monitoring for
vector borne diseases and new
infections diseases

Action 2.10 - Enhance community
safety during icy conditions

Action 2.11 - Enhance surveillance for
blue-green algae in our surface water
bodies

Action 3.1 - Increase education to the public on how to reduce their personal risk of
basement flooding

Action 3.2 - Develop a media notification system to prepare residents for large storm
events

Action 3.3 - Continue and enhance the Basement Flooding Subsidy Program and
incentivize other methods of protecting property

Action 3.4 - Continue and enhance tree pruning programs to develop proper tree
health and limit future damage

Action 3.5 - Review and improve
policies and procedures to prepare
for overland flooding

| Action 3.6 - Promote public and
private building standards and
I maintenance practices which
B protect buildings and HVAC units
from damage due to increased
cooling demand
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Action 4.1 - Implement the Sewer Master Plan overall recommendations

Action 4.2 - Increase City of Windsor staff resources to respond to infrastructure issues during
extreme weather

Action 4.3 - Incorporate climate change considerations into infrastructure design, development,
maintenance and renewal

Action 4.4 - Implement the recommendations of the East Riverside Flood Risk study to reduce
overland flooding risk

Action 4.5 - Continue to monitor Little River overland flooding risk

Action 4.6 - Complete infrastructure projects that received funding as part of the Disaster
Mitigation & Adaptation Fund grant

Action 4.7 - Continue to invest in stormwater and sewer infrastructure

Action 4.8 - Protect and improve roads from flooding damage

Action 4.9 - Promote green infrastructure options
for drainage issues on public and private property

Action 4.10 - Review design standards and
maintenance practices as they relate to newest
climate projections

Action 4.11 - Explore options for increased
electrical power generation from City of Windsor
Infrastructure infrastructure (generators) to supplement
Resilience 8 Ontario’ s electrical grid as warranted

Action 5.1 -Protect and enhance the management of natural areas to improve climate
change resilience

Action 5.2 - Investigate the potential for natural areas to enhance flood attenuation
Action 5.3 - Enhance linkages between and among natural heritage features

Action 5.4 - Implement an Invasive Species Program

Action 5.5 - Complete an Urban Forest Management Plan

Action 5.6 - Improve climate resilience of trees in urban forests, parks and in the

public right-of-way

Action 5.7 - Enhance Detroit
River shoreline protection
measures along Windsor’ s
riverfront and Peche Island

Action 5.8 - Increase community
level of knowledge on the
benefits of natural areas
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Action 6.1 - Improve communications from Transit Windsor to the public
Action 6.2 - Develop extreme weather contingency plans for Transit Windsor

Action 6.3 - Improve design standards for new recreational facilities to ensure they
are more climate resilient

Action 6.4 - Identify strategies to minimize cancellations of recreational rentals at
existing recreation facilities

Action 6.5 - Enhance inspections of Special Events Facilities and roads to identify
infrastructure deficiencies for upcoming events

Action 6.6 - Evaluate and enhance
recreational uses along
Windsor’ s shoreline

Action 6.7 - Replace Lakeview
Marina docks with floating docks
that are more resilient to varying
water levels
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Action 7.1 - Improve stormwater design standards for future climate change precipitation projections
Action 7.2 - Explore options to implement stormwater financing mechanisms

Action 7.3 - Enhance the use of low impact development in both private and public areas to reduce storm
water impacts

Action 7.4 - Enhance education to the public about the risk of high surface water levels

Action 7.5 - Develop communications campaign with messaging to residents on lot-level resiliency
actions

Action 7.6 - Consider Thermal Comfort and the Urban Heat Island effect in development project design
Action 7.7 - Enhance protections from heat and UV rays at sport fields and outdoor pools
Action 7.8 - Provide UV Protection in public spaces and at public events

Action 7.9 - Enhance communication and education around the impacts of extreme heat on human health
e e

Action 7.10 - Implement the Community Energy Plan
(including but not limited to the following)

Action 7.11 - Incorporate native and/or drought tolerant
plants into public and private landscaping

Action 7.12 - Collaborate with the Essex Region
Conservation Authority and the Windsor-Essex County
Health Unit on their climate change mitigation and

. j adaptation planning
Build Ccmmun‘ty § Action 7.13 - Assess new opportunities for different forms

Resmencé | of business and tourism as a result of a changing climate
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Governance

o City Administration
o Plan will sit with Environment & Climate Change staff
o Departments will be responsible for implementation (Appendix B)

o Community Task Force
o Will continue to meet and aid with community actions
o Advocate for the Plan within the community

o Community Partnerships
o External agencies
o School boards
o Private sector
o Developers
o Post secondary institutions
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Implementation & SENE Sy
Governance

o Community Education & Outreach
o Will be enhanced as much as possible

o Presentations/open houses, special events, workshops, online
engagement, advertising etc.

o Funding
o Internal and external funding sources described in Plan

o Monitoring and Review
o Climate projections, corporate and community vulnerability and risk
assessments will be reviewed every 5 years

o Update report to Windsor City County and Community T ask Force bi-
annually

o Indicators

o Many high level indicators have been recommended to track progress over time
(Appendix C)
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Next Steps

o Draft of the Plan will go to the Environment, Transportation &
Public Safety Standing Committee Nov 20%

o Will be tabled for 60 days for public comment

o Environment & Climate Change staff will be in the community
and online gathering feedback

o Opportunity for WECEC to provide comments

o Comments will be incorporated by staff and Final Plan will go
back to Council in the spring of 2020
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