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Have vou consulted with a Member of Council on this issue? *
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If you' . consulted with Administration or Council, please provide the
names of the individuals you've talked to and the details of those
di .
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Have you appeared before Council in the past regarding this issue? *
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Presentation Materials

*Presentation materials will not be considered for presentation at the meeting
unless they are attached to this form.

Will you have presentation materials? Any materials must be provided
to the Clerk with this delegation request for review, approval, and
circulation to Council and Administration. Materials will be made

public. *
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Privacy Statement

This meeting will be broadcast live via YouTube and Delegates will be included
in the recording. Be advised that all Council and Committee meeting
presentations become part of the public record and you will be listed as a
presenter on the Agenda and Minutes of the meeting. Agendas and Minutes
are published online, so the listing of your name in connection with the
Agenda or Minutes may be indexed by search engines like Google. Further,
personal information contained in your correspondence, to Town of Essex
Council, is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001, as
amended. Any personal information you choose to disclose in your
correspondence will be used to receive your views on the relevant issue(s) to
enable Town of Essex Council to make its decision on the matter. Questions
about the collection of this information can be directed to the Legal and
Legislative Services Department.

I have read and understand the above Privacy Statement. *
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Address: Town of Essex, 33 Talbot Street South, Essex, Ontario, N8M 1A8
Phone: 519-776-7336 (tel:5197767336), Fax: 519-776-8811 (tel:5197768811),
For after-hours service, please call 519-776-7336

Hours of Operation: Monday to Friday, 8:30a.m. to 4:30p.m.

© 2017 Town of Essex
Designed by eSolutionsGroup (https://www.esolutionsaroup.ca)
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sewage Kkilling creek
Story and photo by Cindy Kavanaugh T Colche stef South |

Star County Reporter

HARROW — The green water trickling through Cedar
Creek just doesn't seem right to Julius Langpeter.

The 49-year-old Colchester South Township man fears
the water draining through the creek from nearby sewage
lagoons is harming wildlife and aquatic organisms living
in and near the creek, which weaves through his 2.4-hec-
tare property on Con. 3.

Twice a year, the “total retention lagoons” are allowed
10 discharge any sewage that has been coliected and re-
tained in cells, said Jerry Pillon, a supervisor with the
Ministry of the Environment. As the sewage flows, ihe sol-
ids settle to the bottom of the lagoon and natural
biedegradation of the sludge occurs, breaking down the
sewage until the water is clear.

Drainage water is tested before the ministry will allow
it to be discharged to the Richmond Drain and eventually
Cedar Creek to Lake Erie.

The water is “aerobic in nature” which means il
doesn’t give off a foul odor, Pillon said.

But, Langpeter said, the water in Cedar Creek smells
like a sewer each time the drainage water is pumped.

When it was pumped in the fall, the odor and green col-
or remained.

“YOU CAN SMELL IT,” Langpeter said. “This is Cedar
Creek, this is not a drain.”

Pillon said the creek is “a natural drainage course.”

But he also said the sewage lagoon is an old idea, first
designed about 20 years ago.

“New municipalities don't consider straight lagoons,” he
said. “They use an activated sludge treatment.”

Langpeter is concerned because the ministry admitted
the creek water is not tested.

“It’s just not natural,” Langpeter said of the lagoons.

He's also concerned that the creek still hasa't recov-
ered from chemical runoff that made iis way into the
Richmond Drain-Cedar Creek system after the Harrow
Farmers' Co-operative fire on July 23, 1980. {

IN OCTOBER, TESTS by the Ministry of the Environ-
ment showed the insecticide Endosuifan was still
lingering in the sendiment of drains flowing to Cedar
Creek, which winds through Colchester South and Gos-
field South townships.

Runoff from the chemical fire scene was blamed for
killing more than 1,000 fish in the drain system later that
summer.

Langpeter visited the area with his 12-year-old son
Mike recently.

“Ie saw a measly carp, ] haven't seen a single crayfish,
there are fewer raccoons digging around here . . . Nobody
seems Lo really care.”

Langpeter believes the waterway and area surrounding
it is worth protecting because of its unigueness.

“It's unique for Essex County, and if nobody looks after
it .. there'll be nothing left.

“This green water here just doesn’t seem 10 go away —
it just doesn’t go away.”

A recent Ministry of Natural Resources study revealed
the area has rare plants found nowhere else in Canada,
making it one of the province's richest natural areas, The
study also showed the area is home lo rare animals.
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IULIUS LANGPETER stands next t;z Cedar Creek, which runs behind -his Coichester South Township home
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