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Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 27, 2025 the following
resolution regarding Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025 was
carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 205-317
DATE: May 27, 2025
MOVED BY: Councillor MacNaughton

SECONDED BY: Councillor Hirsch

WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 5: Protecting
Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025, which proposes substantial
changes to many Acts within one bill which undermine environmental
protections in order to "unleash the economy"; and

WHEREAS multiple inclusions will impact habitat, biodiversity protections and
environmental integrity without proper process including but not limited to:

e therepeal and replacement of the Endangered Species Act with a
weaker act;

e the creation of a Special Economic Zones Act which will permit
exemptions from legislated environmental protections;

e changes to provisions to the Mining Act which provide sweeping
powers to the Minister of Energy and Mines that are poorly defined,
subject to caprice, or possibly designed to enable exemption from
environment protection; and

WHEREAS proposed changes will override local planning authority, provincial
legislation, and bylaw enforcement for the benefit of specific preferred
proponents over the rights of Ontarians; and

WHEREAS First Nations citizens have an enshrined right to access their own
archeology and Canadians have an enshrined responsibility to seek free, prior
and informed consent from First Nation neighbours regarding land use; and
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WHEREAS several proposed changes could imperil the health of lands and
water for which First Nations have traditional and treaty rights; and

WHEREAS the provisions of the Special Economic Zones Act are not clear
enough to ensure that there are adequate legal and environmental protections
to offset risks to Ontarians and First Nations members, to provide adequate
safeguards against bad faith environmental practice; and protect against
unsafe labour practice as identified by labour sector organizations; and

WHEREAS fairness is enshrined in both Canada's and Ontario's laws yet
proposed changes seem to permit prejudicial regulatory practice (e.g.
codifying permissions for "trusted proponents” over others); and

WHEREAS the wording of the changes to the Electricity Act seem to support
Canadian ownership of energy suppliers but appear to potentially restrict
development of specific types of energy and could impact local renewable
energy development; and

WHEREAS there is no evidence that undermining of environmental
protections, local legal frameworks, and the rights of First Nations
communities in Ontario are a necessary step to "unleash the economy”; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the County of
Prince Edward supports any regulation that could encourage energy providers
to Buy Canadian but urges the province to clarify the proposed provisions of
the Energy Act and ensure they foster local green energy development; and

THAT the province remove the elements in Bill 5 that would reduce current
environmental protections, reduce protections for species at risk, and reduce
legal protection from bad faith actors in special economic zones; and

THAT the Council of the County of Prince Edward urges the Province to
further define Special Economic Zones and their purpose with more clarity
and ensure that activities within such zones are equally subject to the local
and provincial laws that support all of Ontario and First Nations people and
foster our social, cultural and environmental prosperity;

AND FURTHERMORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the County of
Prince Edward expresses solidarity with the concerns of our neighbouring
community, Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte and members of the
Haudenosaunee Nation and support Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte and their
letter to the province of May 16th 2025, attached; and THAT this resolution be
shared with the Honourable Doug Ford, Premiere of Ontario; Stephen Lecce,
Minister of Energy and Mines; Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and
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Housing; Todd McCarthy Minister of the Environment, Conservation and
Parks; Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health; Tyler Allsopp,
Member of Provincial Parliament for Bay of Quinte; Chief Don Maracle,
Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte; AMO; ROMA; and the Municipalities of Ontario.

CARRIED

Yours truly,
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Victoria Leskie, CLERK
cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor MacNaughton
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